Aortic dissection in adolescence.
Although aortic dissection is rare in children, it does occur, particularly in those with congenital heart disease, connective tissue disorders or severe trauma. Prompt diagnosis is essential. Aortic dissection should be considered in children and adolescents with severe abdominal pain, especially pain that migrates. The patient is often much more uncomfortable than can be explained on the basis of physical findings. Criteria have been established for choosing medical or surgical therapy.